
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scarborough & Ryedale Astronomical Society 
 

Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

Tuesday, 17th July, 2019, 7.30pm 
 

Home of Phil Scaling 
 

In attendance: Neil Graham 
(Secretary) 

Sheila Anderson 
(Treasurer) 

 

 Phil Scaling Howard Watson  
 
 
 
 
Agenda 

Item 
 Action 

1  Welcome and apologies 
 
1.1 PS welcomed everyone to the meeting.   

1.2 Apologies for absence were accepted from MT. 
 

 

2 Minutes of last meeting 
 
2.1 The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record. 
 

 

3 Matters arising 
 
Actions from the previous meeting (numbering according to actions): 
 
Actions carried forward from 3rd July 2017 
 
7.3 Carried Over - NG still trying to source appropriate bolts. 
 
Actions carried forward from 8th November 2017 
 
3.1.5. Complete  
 
Actions carried forward from 10th January 2018 
 
11.3. Carried forward 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MT/NG 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NG 
 



 
Actions carried forward from 28th March 2018 
 
10.2 Ladders weighed and so not meet minimum eight level for scrap dealer, 
waiting for more scrap to take 
 
Actions carried forward from 15th February 2019 
 
4.3 – Complete - NG reports discrepancy between memberships and subs 
received has been resolved, all payments now tally with membership 
numbers 
 
5.1 – Carried over - NG reports meeting with SB to be arranged when both 
parties available. 
 
5.2 Complete 
 
5.3 Complete 
 
5.4 Complete 
 
5.5 Carried Over – Requires evaluation of condition 
 
9.1 Complete – no longer required 
 
11.1 Complete 
 
11.2 Complete 
 

 
NG 

 
 

 
NG 

 
 

 

4 Treasurer Update 
 
4.1 The balance of the Society’ account is £10409. 
 
4.2 Annual Talks budget discussed, set to £350 for 2019/2020 season 

 
 
 

5 Dalby Astronomy Centre 
 
5.1 Public Nights – Due to work commitments, NG will support the Oct/Nov 
2019 events, PS and HW to arrange between themselves for Feb/Mar 2020 
events. 
 
5.2 Power supply for Meade Lightbridge was dead on arrival, supplier 
contacted and faulty unit to be returned for replacement. 
 
5.3 NG reports that the GPS rollover bug has affected the Meade LX200 and a 
software fix had been applied to resolve the issue. 

 
 

NG 
 

 
 

NG 
 

 
NG 
 
 

6 StarFest 2019 
 
6.1 NG reports Howard Watson, Peter Graham, Paul Merritt & Harry Stringer 
will help with field setup. 
 

 
 
 

 
SA 



6.2 SA to purchase wine and nibbles 
 
6.3 NG to email membership requesting raffle prizes 
 
6.4 NG has requested availability of Adderstone Field for 2020 event from the 
FC , requested dates being 19-24th August 2020 
 
6.5 NG to purchase petrol for generator 

 
 
NG 
 
NG 
 
 
NG 
 

7. Annual General Meeting 
 
7.1 NG confirms at present all existing committee members standing for re-
election in current posts. 

 
 
 

8. Ayton Talks 
 
8.1 PS reports on speakers booked so far. 
 
8.2 PS to arrange speakers for Feb & Mar 2020 
 
8.3 PS/SA to book accommodation for Stuart Atkinson for November talk 

 
 
 
 

PS 
 

PS/SA 
9. Equipment Purchases 

 
9.1 NG proposes a Celestron NeXYZ smartphone adaptor is bought for use at 
public events – all present agreed, purchased  

 
 

NG 
 

 

10. Ayton Talks 
 
 
10.1 SA reports a cheque for £40 has bounced – likely StarFest cheque – NG 
to email those who have paid £40 by cheque to try and resolve 
 
10.2 Membership rates discussed – rates to remain the same  
 
10.3 Child attendance discussed – consent form for a child member to attend 
on their own to be introduced – NG to draft 
 
10.4 NG proposes cut off date for Membership renewal to be end of 
September each year, anyone confirmed as not renewing to be removed from 
Mailing lists each October 
 
10.5: NG reports receiving email following no response to website contact 
form, NG to investigate contact form settings. 
 
10.6: HW proposes December public event in Scarborough to coincide with an 
astronomical event (planet visible, etc), akin to eclipse event at Holbeck – HW 
to propose date/location 
 

 
 
 

NG 
 
 
 
 

NG 
 
 
 

NG 
 
 

NG 
 
 

HW 



11 Date of next meeting 
 
11.1 Date and venue of the next meeting is Tuesday 15nd October 2019, 7:30 
pm at the home of SA 

 
 

 

  Meeting closed at 9.00pm  
 


