
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scarborough & Ryedale Astronomical Society 
 

Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

Monday 4th September 2017, 7.30pm 
 

Home of Sheila Anderson 
 
In attendance: Bryan Moiser 

(Secretary) 
Sheila Anderson 

(Treasurer) 
Howard Watson 

 Jon Borgia Neil Graham Mark Tissington 
 
 
 
 
Agenda 

Item 
 Action 

1  Welcome and apologies 
 
1.1 BM welcomed everyone to the meeting.   

1.2 Apologies for absence were accepted from JC. 
 

 

2 Minutes of last meeting 
 
2.1 The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record. 
 
 

 

3 Matters arising 
 
Actions from the previous meeting (numbering according to actions): 
 
Actions carried forward from 6th December  2016 
 
15.1 MT has sent an email to the Forestry Commission and is awaiting a reply. 
 
Actions carried forward from 13th March 2017 
 
8.2  See Agenda Item 8. 
 
13.3 Introduction to Astronomy event arranged by BM. Action complete. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Actions carried forward from 3rd July 2017 
 
5.7 Carried Forward 
 
7.2 Carried Forward 
 
7.3 Carried Forward 
 
7.4 JH’s Dob has been tested at Dalby. It works perfectly and is currently in the 
store. Action complete. 
 
8.1 Awaiting decision on what telescopes are housed in the domes. 
 
10.1 Stock check to be conducted on the same day as the dome cleaning. 
 
10.2 Boat hook purchased. Action complete. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 Treasurer Update 
 
4.1 The balance of the Society’ account stands at £9,958.04. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5 Chairman Vacancy 
 
5.1 BM invited members to put themselves forward for the role of Chairman. No 
one put themselves forward. 
 
5.2 Members decided that the chairmanship of committee meetings would 
continue on a rolling basis, the chairman being the person hosting the meeting. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
6 

 
Society Objectives 
 
6.1 The following changes to the society objectives for 2017/2018 were agreed 
upon: 
 
Astronomy related visits will no longer be arranged; 
 
To increase the number of members to 60 by July 2018; 
 
To fulfil at least 75% of requests for appropriate outreach talks/demonstrations. 
 
6.2 Following a discussion about the most important areas to focus upon it was 
generally agreed that developing members' skills and increasing the society 
numbers are most important. HW commented on the danger of the same people 
putting themselves forward for society events all the time and subsequently 
leaving the society as has happened in the past. By increasing numbers and 

 
 
 
 
 

 



developing skills and knowledge the hope is more members will be confident to 
participate in events. 
 

7. Dalby Astronomy Centre 
 
7.1 BM gave a summary of the telescopes that are currently housed at Dalby. 
The Meade LX 200 is now mounted on a pillar in the North dome, is polar 
aligned and is functioning well. The 16 inch Lightbridge Dobsonian is not 
functioning properly. MT stated there are some issues with collimation which he 
is sure can be corrected but the secondary mirror may need re-silvering. The 12 
inch SynScan Dobsonian, offered to the society on permanent loan by John 
Harper, has been found to function well. 
 
7.2 In addition to the above the store currently contains a 12 inch Dobsonian 
telescope and a 10 inch Dobsonian telescope. There is also an 8 inch Maksutov-
Cassegrain telescope that was donated to the society. MT explained that the 
society does not currently possess a mount suitable for this telescope. A large 
mount such as an EQ8 would need to be purchased and these cost around 
£5000, although cheaper second-hand. 
 
7.3 All members then engaged in discussion of the pros and cons of each 
telescope. Consideration was given to the needs of members and the suitability 
of the various telescopes when used for public observing sessions. The following 
was agreed upon: 
 
The Meade LX 200 to remain in the North Dome; 
 
The 16 inch Lightbridge to be removed from the South Dome and placed in 
temporary storage with a view to repair and possible sale; 
 
The 12 inch SynScan Dobsonian to be housed in the South Dome. A plinth will 
need to be built to raise the telescope in order for it to see over the rim of the 
dome; 
 
The 12 inch Dobsonian currently in store to be retained for use by members and 
public viewings; 
 
The 8 inch Dobsonian currently in store to be offered for loan to society 
members;  
 
The Maksutov-Cassegrain currently in store to be kept there while options for 
obtaining a suitable mount are explored. 
 
7.4 BM informed the meeting that the lighting in the South Dome is not currently 
functioning, although there is power to the dome. The fault to be investigated 
further. NG stated that he had been looking into the purchase of red rope lighting 
both as a means of illuminating the dome and as a guide to be set along the 
path during public observation sessions. NG to investigate further and purchase 
suitable lighting. 
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8. Starfest 
 
8.1 NG reported that Starfest 2018 as been advertised and he has was already 
received two applications. NG to consult with JC over the arrangements for the 
event. Members will be canvassed for assistance. People can assist with the 
event even if they are not attending. From past experience it is not necessary to 
book facilities such as toilets until January. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

9. Octon 
 
9.1 HW explained no further progress has been made with the meteor camera at 
Octon. With the assistance of NG the system will be tested with a shorter cable, 
which it is believed will fix the current problem or at least identify if the problem 
lies in the hardware software. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

10. Public Observing Events 
 
10.1 BM explained that the community centre at Dalby has been booked should 
it need to be used for any of the public observing events that are scheduled for 
October, November, February and March. 
 
10.2 BM suggested that where it is necessary for a talk to be given in the 
community centre it should only be around 40 minutes maximum as it soon 
becomes hot and uncomfortable in the centre. HW suggested that where 
necessary a short talk should be given of about 20 minutes followed by an 
equally short explanation of what can currently be seen in the night sky. The 
suggestions were agreed upon. HW and BM agreed that they would have 
suitable material ready for the first event of the season should it be needed. 
 
10.3 NG explained that PowerPoint talks can be stored in Dropbox for anyone to 
access and use when necessary. This was agreed as a good idea. 
 
10.4 Given the success of the public observing events in the previous season it 
was agreed to hold an additional event in December. A suitable date to be 
identified in the approach to Christmas. At this point the meeting was interrupted 
by John Harper who appeared wearing only a pink tutu and a smile while singing 
a raucous song that appeared to feature the Archbishop of York and a lady 
known to her friends as ‘The Ossett Gobbler’. Shouting over the racket, MT 
pointed out that it would be good to identify a date that coincided with an ISS 
pass. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11. Star Parties 
 
11.1 HW expressed his concern at the society taking on too many star parties, 
private or otherwise. His concerns were based upon the number of members 
willing to support these events and the fact that it tends to fall the same people 
every time. 
 
11.2 JB explained that he already had a party of people who are interested in 
paying for a private star party and if possible he would like this to go ahead. BM 
stated that he had been keen on holding private star parties when it appeared 
uncertain as to whether Starfest was making a profit. He had seen star parties 

 



as a way to increase revenue. Now it is clear that Starfest is still making a profit 
BM explained his position had changed and he agreed with HW's point of view. 
JB expressed concern at disappointing the party that already expressed an 
interest and asked if it was possible for that event to go ahead. MT said he 
would look at his availability with a view to assisting JB to hold the event. 

12. Christmas Meal 
 
12.1 SA informed the meeting that she had booked the Downe Arms at 
Wykeham for the Society Christmas Meal on 15 December 2017. A £10 deposit 
will be required from each member attending with payment in full required by 
December. SA is having difficulty in obtaining a menu and will call at the Downe 
Arms to request one. 

 

13. Astronomy sessions for new members 
 
13.1 JB explained that it was clear from comments made at the AGM that a 
number of members would like to receive tuition in astronomy. JB proposed 
organising four sessions initially that will take place at Dalby and be both 
practical and theoretical. JB said he was happy to lead the sessions. Proposal 
was agreed and other members offered support at the sessions. JB proposed 
the four sessions be held from October onwards and should be complete by 
Christmas. 
 

 

14. Humble Bee Farm 
 
14.1 BM explained this was an event Humble Bee Farm SARAS had attended 
previously. Booking had been made about a year ago. Agreement was made to 
commence the event at 8pm and how much to charge individuals. BM to liaise 
with Humble Bee Farm and coordinate who was attending nearer the event. 
 

 

15. AOB 
 
15.1 NG explained that he and JB were working on a problem that occurred with 
the email distribution list. 
 
15.2 MT said that due to work commitments he may no longer be able to give his 
scheduled photography processing input to the October meeting. MT to confirm 
ASAP. 
 
15.3 SA asked BM to contact the library and give his details as a point of contact 
for the society. 
 
15.4 BM agreed to circulate committee members to ascertain a suitable date for 
cleaning the domes at Dalby as well as undertaking a stop check moving the 
telescopes as discussed above. 
 

 

16. Date of next meeting 
 
16.1 Date and venue of the next meeting is Tuesday, 3rd October, 7:30 pm at 
the home of HW. 

 
 
 

  Meeting closed at 9.40pm  
 


